New IABC/Toronto Board to Bring the World to Toronto
The Toronto Chapter of the International Association of Business Communicators (IABC) has announced the approval of the new Board of Directors for 2009-10.


The members of the new board, which was approved at IABC/Toronto’s Annual General Meeting on June 24, 2009, have been diligently working over the summer to carefully plan this upcoming year; which will include the 2010 IABC International Conference coming to Toronto. 

Brent Carey, Head of Internal Communications at KPMG, will lead IABC/Toronto as president this year. 

“We have a busy and exciting year ahead of us at IABC/Toronto, with a number of local chapter and international activities to deliver. This includes everything from supporting our members who might be in need as a result of the economy to contributing to an amazing International IABC Conference in June 2010,” said Carey. “We have a diverse and dedicated board committed to providing value to our members to help make sure this board year is a success.”
Despite a difficult economy, IABC/Toronto managed to increase membership by 35 members in the 2008/09 board year. IABC/Toronto’s stable financial status was demonstrated with a member recommendation-based surplus allocation project which saw three member projects funded using over $11,000. The chapter was also named Large Chapter of the Year by IABC International.

This year’s board looks to build on such success. The board possesses a strong mix of seasoned and new members from strong, diverse backgrounds. 
IABC/Toronto's new 2008-09 Board of Directors, their respective portfolios and current employment titles are as follows:
· President: Brent Carey, ABC (Head of Internal Communications, KPMG)
· Past President: Leslie Hetherington, APR, MBA (Senior Director, Communications & Graphics, Pet Valu Inc.)

· Executive Vice President: Carrie MacAfee (Communications Specialist, Ontario Power Generation)

· Accreditation & Standards: Linda Andross, ABC(Executive Vice President, APEX Public Relations)

· Advertising & Sponsorship: Cyrus Mavalwala (Partner, Advantis Communications Inc.)
· Association Management: Julie Wilson, ABC, Med (Director, Public Affairs, MasterCard Canada)

· Awards: Trell Huether (Account Director, Marshall Fenn Communications)

· Finance: Natasha Renaud, MBA, MS Mass Comm (Director, Communications & Social Responsibilities, Grand & Toy)

· Marketing Communications: Christine Andrew, MBA (Marketing Manager, Securit)

· Member Communications: Diana Robinson (President, Diana Robinson & Associates)
· Membership: Sharon Beattie (Communications Specialist, Grand & Toy)
· Networking & Special Events: Louise Armstrong (Executive VP, Co-Owner, Palette Public Relations)
· Professional Development: Yasmin Ranade (General Manager & Publisher, PC World.ca)

· Volunteer Services: Marie Fitzpatrick-Hall, ABC (Business Communications and Marketing, City of Mississauga’s Economic Development Office)
· *VP at Large, International conference task force: Anna Relyea, BA, MA (by appointment) (Director, Strategic Communications, Ontario Science Centre)
About IABC/Toronto:
With approximately 1,600 members, IABC/Toronto is the largest IABC chapter in the world. The organization provides these members with multidisciplinary resources and a global network of more than 15,000 communicators, in 70 countries, working in diverse industries and disciplines to identify, share and apply the world's most effective communications practices. Website: http://toronto.iabc.com.
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For more information, please contact: 
Christine Andrew
VP, Marketing Communications, IABC/Toronto 
toronto-marketing@iabc.com 

Scott Fry
Director, Marketing Communications, IABC/Toronto
416-932-3900 x 221
sfry@ccfftoronto.ca
